The Educational Paradigm

The educational paradigm is a valuable model because it stresses the close link between educational aims, teaching methods and assessment. These are often considered separately but in successful learning there are just parts of a unified process.
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This is the model you use when you are setting up a course or a tutorial. First you consider the learners present state. Then decide what the future state needs to be, i.e. what knowledge or skill the learner needs to have in the future. That is a learning objective. It is what a learner will be able to do as a result of the learning experience. To write a learning objective you should start the sentence: "The trainee will be able to ....". The verb that continues this sentence can be to know, to perform, to understand, to think, to feel, to demonstrate skills, etc. The important thing about a learning objective is that it will be an additional competence. Methods are what you do during the course, tutorial, etc., in order to achieve the learning. Assessment is how you find our if you have achieved it. It can be formal or informal, early or late. It is the natural feedback loop which is part of any teaching session.
If objectives describe the things a learner will be able to do, assessment is the demonstration that he has now achieved them. Sometimes, however, in doing an assessment you might demonstrate competencies which were not written in the objectives, or you might demonstrate deficiencies which were not suspected. In such

cases the objectives have to be re-defined. Thus having defined your objectives you next implement the teaching methods and do the assessment. The assessment results might help you to define the next lot of objectives. The educational paradigm is a dynamic model and an aid to thought. It is not a scientific theory, nor a dogma. It is not an intellectual straight jacket. It is however widely used by teachers and educators, especially in higher education. You should know about it. Hopefully, you will find it useful.
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